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WALKERS MEET RIDERS

Two meetings have been held between the
"Walkers" (representing the Colo Committee and
FBW), and the "Riders" (members of the Joint
Land Use Committee which serves the
Association of 4WD Clubs and the Offroad
Vehicle Federation). The meetings have been
informal and conciliatory and both parties see
the advantage of a joint statement on agreed
points, though: each may wish to attach
statements on unresolved issues.

The Walkers want an agreement against the
proliferation of bush roads, and would also
like the Riders to retract their endorsement of
the 'moratorium on National Parks", and
specifically to support the establishment of
the Colo-Hunter National Park.

The Riders seek agreement that roads
currently used by 4WD's remain open as 4WD
roads, even within National Parks. Further on
behalf of their "Neighbours of National Parks"
colleagues.in the moratorium alliance, they
seek more open procedures for NP&WS land
acquisitionk and official denial of
resumptions for Colo-Hunter.

Discussions began on definitions of
'wilderness', the Riders objecting to the
Helman claim on areas containing established
4WD roads. Pertinent examples are the Colo-
Hunter and Deua-Brogo areas. Here they
recognise smaller wilderness zones on-either
side of the roads.

The second meeting addressed itself
specifically to Colo-Hunter, and the main
point of dispute which emerged was the Wirraba
Ridge road. ‘Ironically, a current Army move
to upgrade this road will probably lead to a
prompt ‘initial ‘agreement to oppose this
upgrading.

Draft points of possible agreement
- opposition to new roads and upgrading

4WD roads, except possibly for NP&WS
management.

- endorsement of vehicle permit scheme where
necessary to regulate usage of 4WD roads.

- opposition to ‘irresponsible advertising,
(eg "congquer the wilderness").

- value of wilderness areas, though Riders'
definition includes smaller areas but
rejects revegetated roads.

- closure of Barrakee Track (Colo-Hunter)

- no use of vehicles off existing roads.

- no resumption of freehold land for Colo-
Hunter, except possible life-tenure scheme
for certain inholdings.

- no loss of personal livelihood
the Colo-Hunter N.P.

- any landholder should be able to obtain from
NP&WS a binding statement of intent
regarding his property.

- need for NP&WS policy statement on
procedures for declaring its interest in
private land

- need for more NP&WS management staff.

One other point which was conceded orally
by the Riders should also be written down:
4WD trips on roads as rough as Wirraba Ridge
are for fit people only. 'Closure of these
roads would force such people to walk, but
would not deny them access.

Neither activity unfortunately has much
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THE CASTLE

August 1978 marked the thirtieth anniversary
of the first successful recorded ascent.of the
Castle,  (Budawang ‘National: Park).. . Previ:ms
years had seen several attempts on this
prominent peak but it was a party from the
CSIRO that finally found a negotiable route
onto the tops.

fhe Castle has been given several names in
the early years - Pompeys Pillar, False Pigeod
House and finally the Castle..(Robert Hoddle
1828)... -The natives called it. Cooyoyo (the
meaning is -unknown) , and this has been
retained on the sketch map to a nearby creek.

The notes.of Sir Joseph Banks recall "but
between Mt. Dromedary and the Pigeon House, we
saw high mountains which, except two,.are
covered  with. wood.. These two lie inland behind
the Pigeon House, and are remarkably flat at
the top; with steep rocky .cliffs.all.around
them, .as far as -we could see'". 22 April 1770.
Mt. Owen and the Castle.
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COLO WILDERNESS APPEAL
Our “thanks to the 'following, who mMade dona*ions
to the Colo Appeal:

All Nations'Club (Walkabout Grouj:
Richmond Valley Naturalists Cluh

The Ettrema Commi ktee B W Day
N.P.A. (Berrima) Robin OWwne
N.P.A.(A.CiTw) Kevin Eadie
N.P.A. (Armidale) Alic Vanry
Napsac Kerry Hayman

Mt. Druit Bushwalking Club

Newtic Family Walkabout Group

Melbourne Bushwalkers

R. Murray B.A. Hamilton
We .also thank those who wished te remain
anonymous .

WILDERNESS USE POLICY

(At the October meeting, the Wilderness llse Policy was
finally amended and passed. Below.is the full text of
the poliey.)

1 Objectives

This policy differs from othera of the Federation in that
it is intended to provide gu:lance for the actions of
individual walkers as well n: the Federation as a whol:,
Its main objective is to sel out a .code of behavirur for
the use of wilderness areas by bushwalkers. Aspects.of
wilderness use which come under this policy include use
and abuse of natural rescurces, viete disposal, naviga-
tion markers, artificial shelters, mapping and motor
vehicles and roads.

Much of this policy simply reiterates simple attitudes
and ethics which are well-known and have been widely
accepted by bushwalkers for many years, However, famil-
iarity is not reason for e¢xclusion, especially as many
such points are particularly relevant to wilderness areas.

The secondary objective, aimed more at Federation
Council than individual walkeérs, is to guide the Council
in promoting an acceptable compromise betwveen maintenance
of wilderness quality, and modifications to natural areas
for ‘the convenience of walkers. It is to be hoped that
such & compromime vill satisfy both those who pursus the
highest possible wilderness quality, and those vho are
prepared to sacrifice some degree of wilderness exper-
ience for the ease, or even the possibility, of obtaining
that ‘experience. ~ Thus this second aim is largely to
protect the wilderriess as much as possible from the en-
croachment of man-made features without going to such an
extreme as to advocate removal of the artificial nids
ealready existing in the more developed walk ing areas,
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VENUE: Coolendel Wildlife Refuge on i@ 7 w . s :
Shoalhaven River, via Burrier. ., of '{‘Y\ //"f‘ao Rd@
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Make a note in your diary NOW. ( ~
This even, organised by FBW, will be a tented A\ Sme — : NS "
camp on the property of Ron and Wen Hendersons' ;') i ﬂ) XN \\“,ed .“ Ph
Coolendel Wildlife Reguge. V qt_, oo e O v
The Refugs, on the Shoalhaven River, is a % / & \ &
pbpular Canoeing site, and abuts the Yalwal ; N : fi;l
State Forest and the Ettrema Wilderness. i \Bw-nerad e ”DWRA
The Seminar will study the Management of “'l'.‘f J?}) ‘PP‘ @ 3
Morton National Park, the History, and Future ] 1 ybé@,‘!iéif =
Proposals. JJ] ‘)\7/‘_\;\ W = d
Speakers will include: Mark Morton, Geoff (V/ Y a~ JZ“JMKM
Spencer (Superintendent), Peter Hitchcock @ < £ 50 Nant
(Chief Resources Officer, NPWS), Peter Helman ~— Y rom Nowra 3 avy
(author 'Wilderness in Australia'), '\"‘ ,“.o usplay
Peter Harris (Chairman, The Ettrema Committee), | - o° ret
Colin Watson (Chairman, The Budawang Committee), To N . ’awhcfs
Other speakers representing Forestry, Mines, AY D
4 Wheel Drive Asscns, Government, coGld also anjerra Dam » *ﬁvy

present papers.

How to Reach Coolendel: 1Is 32Km from Nowra,
NSW. It is approached by turning off the
road to H.M.S. Albatross. The road is sign-
posted to The Retreat. (See accompanying
map) .

Str-*xng Time: 9.00 a.m. Saturday, 17th, 1979
Vi 3rs arriving on the previous Friday night
should follow the signs and camp in the area
indicated.

'Caving Equipment

PO Box 230, Misons Point 2061
Phone (02)929.0432 (all hours)

Intention to Attend
MORTON SEMINAR - Feb., 16-18, 1979

SLEEPING BAGS, RUCKSACKS, ROPES, HARDWARE, CLOTHING.

Gear is costing to much these days! To help overcome this problem
Caying Equipment offers bulk disrounts. Arrange for a group of

; gupz )
No. of Persons_in Group: your members to purchase their gear together - a discount of 5% is

Phone Numbers:......oeccevseens (day) available for orders of over 5250 and 10% for orders over $500.
PR T (night)
a Caving Equipment can supply the full range of Berghaus, Karrimore or
Name of your Club or Organisation:............ Paddymade Packs, almost all down and fiberfill gear including

Goretex clothing and just about all climbing, caving, walking and

canyoning requiremants. You'll probably find us just a bit cheaper.
Post to: Morton Seminar ﬂ

Federation of RBwshwalking Clubs, NSW
G.P.0O. Box 2090
Sydney NSW 2001

FBW REUNION 1979 |

Gunderman Creek - March 3I, Apnll

How to get there:

tﬂ From Northern side of Hawkesbury at

?g Wiseman's Ferry, l4Km (road) East to turnoff
f North. Car parking within 1Km of campsite.
Bush to be arranged from Strathfield Station.

'Phone ues and talk to us - we talk your language. We are mail order
specialists, so if you can't get to us we will send it to you!

ff%‘ » (notify FBW or Club for bookings).

“Paw ¢ ?‘
Saturdqg_afternoon: hilat D s
FBW Policy Discussion Groups. ?f‘\ 5

Informal workshops to explain current 4\ i &
policies and seek ideas and comments. N N il f
Topics: 2l \ / 3

-~ Management principles for walking areas: A EL \} N EA igc
wilderness and other (Huts, tracks, markets etc.)' -2 : ; B

- New members: prombtion of Clubs; Photographic Print Competition. e
introduction of new members to activities, ection I: Best print, any date, bush \
skills, ethics; provision of equipment; Jjoint ‘ or bushwalking theme. i

Section 2: Best 'then and now' pair of
prints; bush landscape, pre
and post 1970.

education ventures, eg FBW Ontdoor Workshops.
- Roles of FBW: Future nof S¢R; finances;
( paid executive secretary; newsletter; Future

of Ball and Reunion or alternatives; involve- Section 3: Best nostalgic print, 1969
ment of country Clubs. - or before-d people,tplaces,
b vents
4 ! o C QDA LTS N : objects and/or e

: oy Entries will be carefully treated, hung
~, Campfires: & ?'A
r = Two campfires will be provided, one

in individual plastic bags out of rain and
' direct sunlight. Please assigt by providing
J for yarning, the other for Club performances prints in a suitable bag with a caption card
and group singing. showing place, date, names of subjects, story,

ji = Clubs requested to rehearse acts in plus name of exhibitor. R
advance: music, dance, recitation, tale, skit,
striptease or whatever.

- Individual acts welcome, as per Club
acts.

= Group singing will be led for key and
time. Please bring musical instruments for
prior tuning. Melody or chord accompaniment
in common keys (C,D,G,E and/or capo) would
be very welcome, no written music available. ,
Walkers Songbook (Kamerukas) is standard. ‘uilﬁ

Tug o'war:
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“CANYONS OF THE WOLLANGAMBE WILDERNESS EVERYTHING FOR THE CAMPER AND BUSHWALKER

. (Map references refer to the metric grid
on Wollangambe, Rock Hill and Mt. Wilson).

1. SHORT CK: A /two day canyon. Starting
from Mt. Irvin, follow the ridge passed
Tesselate Hill and drop to the Wollangambe
(via the north-south running spur) at 649971,
(Break the final cliffs on the eastern side
100m back from the nose). Climb out of the
Wollangambe, going south-west, from 647968.
Cross the plateau and drop into Short Ck at
608973. Short Ck is an exceptionally good
gorge, with good abseils (60m rope needed)
though probably not a high quality canyon.
Exit to the south from the creek junction
(614992) just before Bungleboori Ck. Return
‘t':y the same passes as before.

2. YARRAMUM CK; A long two day trig.
at either 513943 (south branch) or 515958
(north branch), Twenty metres of rope is
needed in the south branch. The best canyon
does not start rul after the junction of the
two branches. 'or those doing the south
branch, a short distance up from the branch
junction (529953). Passes from both the east
and west side exist at the tunnel. Though
Yarramun passes through several non-canyon
sectiona, the last of the canyon has stopped
by 576970, where there is a pass to the north.
The last kilometre or so to this pass is an
excellent gorge.

3. UPPER DAMBANO CK:  Enter at 492979 (from
south). Lile handy. No rope needed. Exit at
521983 (to the south) or via Cespit Canyon
(see below). A good day trip.

4. LOWER DUMBANO CK: Enter at 521983 (frem
south). The exit (at 540000 to the south west
requires some route finding. Lilos handy. 35m
rope needed. An excellent canyon.

5. CESPIT CK (South Dumbano Ck): Enter at
499973 from the south west. Exit to the south
at 521983. Short rope handy. There are also
a few passes to the west 517979 (about 100m
up from the junction with Dumbano). It is
possible (though mildly tricky) to reverse

the canyon from the Dumbano junction to this
pass. (A combination of Upper Dumbano Ck or
Cespit Ck with Lower Dumbano would make a

good weekend trip.

Enter

6. WOLLANGAMBE RIVER: An easy lilo canyon.
Though some parts are very frequently done,
other parts, which some people consider the
better parts, ‘are not as frequently done.

Good canyon exists in Wollangambe upstream of
the normal entry point (545912) and downstream
of the 'EXIT' sign (559914). Other entry and
exit points include 518910, 570923 and 582912.
Rope may be handy in the lower sections,

7. BELL CK:  Enter by the small spectacular
creek at 525898 (10m rope handy) or by 519901.
An excellent day canyon. Lilos needed. Exit
by the track on the Wollangambe at 542913, To
get to the entry point, either follow the ridge
from Watertrough Hill (493877) (for train
trips) or by crossing Du Faurs Ck (from Mt.
Wilson) at 890536 (interesting passes).

8. DU FAURS CK (Clatterteeth Canyon): Enter
at 532881, and exit by the track on the
Wollangambe. An easy lilo canyon.

(Note that a combination of Bell or Du Faurs
Ck with the Wollangambe would make an idealic
weekend trip.)

There are geveral other creeks having an
interesting canyon nature. However their
shortness and inaccessibility prevents them
from being done as canyons in their own right,
Luckﬂ.; th are mainly dry and can be done as
pact o wirﬁu extended trips. Bome of these
are:

ARTHURS CK: Enter at 497998, 20m rope hmdx.
A good canyon and a good way of starting a trip
in Bungleboori Ck.

TUNNEL CK: Enter at 566003. 40m rope needed.
This has a 30m long dead-end tunnel.
INTERESTING CKy Enter at 574950. Rope handy.
A few waist deep wades. Rather redious to
avoid the swims (by high-level ledges).
Probably better to do in summer.

FOUR MAN CKi - (Outlet creek of the Valley of
the Swamps). Enter at 563041. Many small
waterfalls and unexpected happenings. 20m
rope handy. Scrambling skill needed to avoid
some gwims. It is possible, though difficult
and slow, to reverse.

WHATS NEW

Canoeing Guide of N.S.W, Rivers. $8.00

Bushwalkers Guide to S.E. Qld. $3.00
(includes Wiangarie State Forest)

Lower Hawkesbury Rock Climbing Guide. $3.00

Climbing in the Snowy Mountains. $2.00.

100 walks in Tasmania - T. Thomas, §5.00

Wilderness Calednar (Tasmania).  $4.50.
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WE'LL EVEN SHOW YOU HOW TO PACK IT ALL!

7-6% LIVERP 10661

SLstobwalSa0r SIREET S¥oNev, NS 2000 - 26 2688
° 26 NORTHBOLRNE AVENUE, CANBERRA, ACT 478940

35 HAROWARE STREET, MELBOURNE, ¥'C 30060 o7 4845

ROGAINING??7?

24 hour orienterring is apparently a
fairly popular sport among bushwalkers and
others in Victoria (where it:is know.as
"rogaining”), .  but has yet made almoust zero
impact in N,8.W. The only pockets of interrat
appear to be those university clubs
(Particularly UNSW, New England, Newcastle
and Macquarie) who participate .in.the annual
IHtI:VI!Iity Orienteering, which is.a 24 hour
event.

Now the Victorians may be .considered by
some to be a weird mob, but there is.no
particular reason why rogaining can't be a
success in N.§.W, if it is a success south of
the Murray. Its absence from N,S.W..can be
attributed only to the fact that no-one knows
what it is like because no events have ever
been organised apart from the Intervarsity
which is restricted to very few teams. ! So,
the University of N.S.W. Bushwalking &
Mountaineering Club, which thoroughly enjoyed
itself organising the 1978 Intervarsity in
August, is now going to stick its neck out and
organise a similar event for a}l walkers in
May 1979,

Rogaining is basically the game as
conventional orienteering - theye is a map,

a number of checkpoints to be: visited, and

a time element.  The difference is-in the
scale of things. ; The map is an entire
1:25,000 sheet, there are 30 or more: cherk-
points, and you have 24 hours: from noon
Saturday to noon Sunday in which to reach as
many of them as possible. The combination
of checkpoints and the route to be taken is
up to each team and selecting the optimum
strategy is part.of the game.

This is a sport which is a real test of
bushwalking ability - route selection,
navigation, fitness and stamipa. It is'quite
different from a suburban Saturday afternoon
5 Km orienteering event which is over in less
than: an hour,. and forgotten in a couple of
days. The strain.of 24 hours continuous
walking, paying constant attentirn to
detailed navigation, is not forgntten for
weeks. Nor is the satisfaction.

Rogaining is a sport for only a hardy few -
not many are able, let alone willing to
participate, 'But for those who like to take on
the bush on its own terms it is a superb
challenge. More details of the May event next
Newsletter.

PETER TUFT

Newsletter of Bushwalkers of N.S.W.. DRl © 1078 Ot rr. =



