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THE ETTREMA STORY

The Mining Warden's hearings of 1978
resulted in the creation of a reserve covering
most of the Ettrema Wilderness, in which
Mining Lease applications (of which there were
several) were refused. But four small Claims
remained at Jones' Ck., Tolwong and
Yarramunmum Ck. Z

Our:initial delight at the Minister's
action gave way to dismay when it became
apparent that the holder of the claims,

Mr. Doyle, intended to proceed even without
additional leases and applied for road access
to these claims. FBW and other groups
objected to these access roads in Feb. 1979,
and the Mining Warden's decision has not yet
been ahnounced. 5

Meanwhile, Mr. Doyle had separately

sued six groups of conservation bodies,
initially including the Federation as joint
defendant, $20,000 each for defamation
because of submissions opposing his Mining
Lease applications. This fact is by now well
known amongst bushwalking clubs, and members
may be forgiven for fearing the worst .in the

absence of explanation from FBW office bearers.

This silence has been due to our reluctance
to aggravate the alleged defamation by
republishing the paragraphs in question.
Recent advice from our Barrister indicates
that the writs, including the gquotation, may
be published if done so in full, without
abridgement or comment.  This will cost some,
each being several pages, and we propose do to
this in co-operation with the NPA, so members
will be reassured of the responsible nature or
our original submission.

To summarise court proceedings to date,
FBW, as co-sponsors with NPA, SBW and South
Coast Cons. Soc. of a formal Objection to the
Mining Warden, were sued for $20,000 in March
1978. Five similar writs were served on other
conservation groups. Colin Ferguson, our
solicitor and a member of NPA, briefed a
barrister, Mr. Alloway, to defend all six
actions at Wollongong District Court. At the
first hearing Mr. Doyle failed to appear, and
the writs were struck out, being not properly
drawn up. But seven new writs were applied
for, and a second hearing Mr. Justice Gee
found that the case could go ahead to a full
hearing. “The amended writs in their final
form have not yet been served, but in ther
draft form SBW and FBW have been dropped from
the list of defendants, and so appear to be
free of direct involvement.  But Mt. Druitt
Bushwalking Club and the NPA are still in'it,
and clearly we must support these member
organizations, and that means financially.

The first hearing cost the six defendant
groups together about $900, but the plaintiff
was ordered to pay. The second hearing cost

about the same, but the Judge has not yet
ruled on who pays. If at the next hearing
we are successful in having six of the new
writs struck out, that will cost about the
same aqain, but at least one writ seems
likely to go to a full hearing, the cost of
which, for barrister, subpoenaed witnesses
and court charges, could run to $4,000, which
we may not be able to recover, even though
we are confident of winning eventually.
Colin Ferguson has to date given over 52,000
worth of his professional service as our
solicitor, free of charge, but can not be
expected to do so indefinitely.

The issues at stake are important, apart
from the seven times $20,000. If conservation
bodies should be found to have defamed Mr.
Doyle and ordered to pay damages on account
of responsibly worded letters to Ministers
and formal Objections under the Mines Act,
then PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN ANY GOVERNMENT
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS WOULD BE THREATENED.
This must be of concern to the NSW Government,
but feelers to date have given no promise of
financial assistance.  Like any other bloke
in the street, lumbered with a law suit, we
are on our own:

Please send cheques made out to
"Federation of Bushwalking Clubs Ettrema Fund"
or make a tax-deductible donation to the ACF,
suggesting, by separate accompanying letter,
that the funds be directed to the above Fund.

MURRAY SCOTT

WOLLEMI NATIONAL PARK

Recently, as most bushwalkers would now
be aware, the Minister for Planning and
Environment, Hon. Mr. Landa, announced the
Wollemi National Park. Its boundary closely
follows that of Federation's Northern Blue
Mountains National Park Proposal.

When gazetted; it will be the second
biggest park in the State containing the
largest remaining wilderness area - the Colo
Hunter. 'Securing this area as a national
park has long been-a:goal; not only of
Federation, but of the Colong Committee, Colo
Committee and National Parks Association.

The protection of large wilderness areas
is especially important for nature conserva-
tion. " The Wollemi Park should not only be
important for this but is also admirably
suitable for passive outdoor recreation such as
bushwalking rockelimbing and canyoning. These
activities, indulged in by members of Federa-
tion Clubs, are usually not detrimental to the
maintenance of natual eco-systems.

Sazettal of the new park will probably
take place in several months: In that time
boundaries will be sorted out. '

This new park, together with the
Wadbilliga and Tuross National Parks, represents
excellent progress by the NSW Government in the
field of wilderness conservation.

DAVID NO3LE

WHAT'S NEW

Noticed in the shops:

Algona Maps of Whites River - Jagunjal, and
Maddison Hut - Tom Groggin $2.50 each.

Discover Australian National Parks by
Robert Raymand $4.95

Qutdoor Gear You Can Make Yorself -
M & B LaMoreaux $5.00

New products now out. in the freeze dry
line now include Freeze Dried Yogurt "Orange
Flavour”.

I1f you can pick up a copy of Mountainee-
ring 1979, published by MUMC ($2.00), it has
interesting articles on the Snowy River -
Little River just over the Victorian Border.

F R W Nawelattar Nl 1074 [ Di~a 1



THE VALUES OF WILDERNESS

The Definition of Wilderness: 'In the past, there have been
many attempts to define 'wilderness'. Many difterent
orpanisations have formulatoed their own definilion. Whilsa
the context of these definitions widely ditfers, there are
several common factors.

(1) Large size.

(2) Natural, or primitive country.

(3) Genetic diversity.,

Values: The wvalues of wildérnvss can be deseribed as being
both thePHYSICAL and INTANGIBLE -attributes of each area.

The following items are extracted from the Federations
submission to the Tasmanian Department of Envirement in
relation ‘to the proposed HEC Gordon River Hydro=Electric
Study. As such they are: seen as an initial attempt to de-
fine wilderness value.

1. PHYSICAL VALUES: The physical values of wilderness are
as followst

Il Topographyi- Wilderness areas are characterised by a

diversity of landforms und climate, and by land types.

Climate influences land forms, and in South West

Tasmania, several clear types are represented. These

arets  alpine lakeland, heathland, moorland, mountain,

rock, rtiver systems, rlacial lakes, coastline,

Earth:- The topography 1s basically determined by the

earth (soil) history.

Waters- Wind and water action shdape the landform. In

no place is there a duplicate creation of landforms by

thesy two elements.

Flora and Faunai- The character of wilderness, and the

wilderness values are enhanced by the representation of

a diverse flora and fauna communitivs and species.

Because of its size, wilderness usually provides suit-

able habitat for the protection of both common and rars

flora and fauna.  The natural 1ile style can oceur
without unnecessary hinderance by Man and his influence,

5 Aestheticsi- These comprise of landscape design, histo-

rical sites (including aboripinal sites), and unusually

attractive landforms which have a greater density of
visitor-usage. (In South West Tasmania these would
include Federation Peak, Fronchmans Cap, Precipitous

Bluff, Gordon River, Western Arthur Range, The Spires,

Denison Range, the South Coast, and the Cradle Mtn-

Lake St, Clair National Park,

Atmospherer- There are two Lypess (1) that which is

usually the influence of ¢limate on landtorms, and

(2) the challenge of recreational activity.

1.7 Financiali= The monetary worth of wilderness to a
community, through the cost of visitation to a wilder-
ness area tor the national econamy; the stimulation ot
employment  through the touri'st promotion of acceptabile
recreation ‘types ot activities""That"1§ to"Say, wilds
emmess values cannot be considered alone without 'somd
cosideration being givén tothe aftect 8 of having such
a wilderness, and its overald ampor tanes it providing
rovenue and cuployment throuple @ Vablvly of ways and
methods.  (For example, the Toor: st dadustry, Outdoor
Wholesalers and Retailers, cRecreationgl Guiding Services
rely heavily in wilderrn, e e oo, )
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2. INTANGIBLE VALUES: Ihe initangible values of wilderness
ar OT irreult to define, as they are strongly

influenced by arbitrary feelings and motivations. They
are as follows:

2.1 Qualitys= The atmosphere of isolation and self-depend=
ance which is experienced in smaller regions which are
relatively untouched. :

2.2 Recreational Attributes:= [he pereeption of being a
part of the natural cycle, and of being a part of nat-
ure; exposed to the challonpe ul the sphysical qualities
and seeking inspiration from the intangible wilderness
values., The main recreatlional values ol ‘wilderness afes
2.2, Tus solitude and Cheretore A-U5pritaal

refreshment.
2.2.27 Adventure and challenpe through self-reliafc 1n
a natural area.

a A
FINALLY,
THE

SOUTH-WEST
BOOK!'!

A comprehensive work on all aspects of
South-West Tasmania - history, natural
environment, recreation and conservation.
300 pages, 400 black and white photos,
maps and diagrams. The book has finally
been released. The price is only $11,70,
The book can be obtained by mail order
or in person from

THE SOUTH-WEST TASMANIA COMMITTEE
399 Pitt Street,
Sydney, 2000

2.2.3 Refuge, in the knowledge that.only natural sounds
and sights prevail.

2.2,4 A knowledge that large, natural areas do exist
where it is pessible to pursue recreational
activity.

Sociul Factorsi- Primarily, the chief intangible value

of wilderness is sacial health, derived through inspi-

rations and motivations oblained through wilderness
recreational activity. Social health is also achieved
partially through viewing wilderness from its perimeters
and also-partly in the knowledge that large areas do
exist where it is possible to escape the stress and

Pressures of Tife in a modern society,

Aesthetic Qualitiess- The intangible aesthetic wild-

erness values can be simply defined as being represen-

tative of an individuals beliefs and feelings in régard

Lo wildérness areas, There is often an attachment by

an individual to a specitic wilderness area because of

a4 thallenge which has been overcome ; .or. because ot a

desire to turther educate himself in . the physical

atrributes of that region.,

Scientifici- The scientific. value of wilderness is al-o

an intangible, and is defined as. the potent ial which

vach wilderness area has for study into/genetic diver-

S1tV, pene pools, natural habitat, -ecosystems, biol ogy

or other scientitic study required tu further general

knowledpe, into natural laws, 1ife cycles, medicine,
disvase, anthropology, socivlogy. etc,

o Educativnals=Simply the wWay  in which wilderness arvas
benefit the education of the Australian community
through natural laws. Many televised documentarivs
have stressed the need to conserve the scarce ¢ommod-
iy of walderness intorder 't o ‘conserve natural areas
tor recreation and wildlite habitat.
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WE'LL EVEN SHOW YOU HOW TO PACK IT ALL!
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ROGAINING POSTPONED

Well, May has been and gone but the 24
hour Orienteering (sorry, rogaining) event
promised in last December's Newsletter hasn't.
For various reasons it has been postponed to
October 6th & 7th, and that is final and
definite unless we get no starters at all.

There is something of a clash of dates in
that the Federation Ball is on Friday, 5th
October, but that shouldn't stop you entering

.the rogaining.  To help make it easy a bus

direct to the venue will depart from the Ball
at midnight, and you will be able to sleep in
late on Saturday before the next night's
marathon, = Of course there will also be buses
going up on Saturday mornir.g from Central.

Anyone who can survive a medium day walk
without feeling exhausted should have a bash
at rogaining. It's quite OK to feel exhausted
after 24 hours of walking - you don't have to
be a champion tiger walker to enter, just
determined. Sure, you'll feel exhausted when
its finished, but you'll feel great too.

We will very shortly be sending leaflets
and entry forms to all clubs. Put the date in
your diary or on vour walks proaramme:



