
VoI. 3 No .6 MAY 19 78

NEWSLETTER
of the

BUSHWALKERS OF NEW SOUTH WALES

The N.S.W. Federation of Bushwalking Clubs
G.P.O. Box 2090, Sydney, 2001.

. rssN 0313.2684

WALKING IN THE COI,O AREA

Tha Colo Gorg6 cuta through the centre of
the largelt wlldernese lrea'renalnlng ln N.S.W.
It ie probably ths nolt ap€ctacular gorge of
'r:! typG in Auetralla and conrequently provldee
a auperb area for burhralklng. How€ver,
dlfficulty of terraln, tlth the Colo and lta
tllbutary gorge! bclng flankcd by prcclpitou!
cllffa and thc thick, prlckly rcrub on the
ridgee hava dllrcouraged nany valkcrt troo thG
area.

rlth th6 poerlQtllty of th. Colo bclng
dlanmed by thc N.S.ll . E:..ctrlclty Comrireion,
the n6xt far, y6!r. nay bc your only opportunlty
of eeelng tho Colo ln Ltr xlld6rnla! ltatc.
For bulherlkcrr unfarnllLar vl,th tha Colo rrc!
the follorlng llet of .ugg.rtGd eelkr har been
colpllcd. It 1! not tn ant ar r conplctc llst
of ralkr but only to glvc ldcat of tha type!
of tralk! from varloul ltrrtlng placlr. AII
tha walkr lrc vechcnd vtlkr oa dayualkr lf
rpccl flcd .

Tho bc.t vantag.polnta of th. Colo arG
frotn th. rln ql tha Gorgc or t$ounttl,na .uch ea
f.bnd, P.rr rGlt and Alldadc H111. Th.
varloue',trlbutery creekr luch rr Angorrra Ck,
Tanbo Ck; Haln Ck lnd Plnchgut Ck olfcr oa.y,
frrt lnd p16..!nt relklng. OltGn thc cr.6k!
arc qulcker than the rJ,dg.'. ltott of the
cr'ak! erc ! lot artl.r gol.ng downrtrcan.
Long p!nt. and/or rcrub galtorr and.Ieathcr
gardcnlng glovG. u. utclul lf a lalr blt ol
rldgewalklng 1r contcrnplatcd. Trranty natra.
of No. 2 ropr 1r uecful lor prckhlulr on th.
trlcklcr p..r.r. Th. not.r rcAardlng thcpr..cr arr hclptul on Bob Buchr. Colo
Skctchnep. It you arG not cxpcrlcnccd at
rock-ecrarSllng thcn try thc caricr pa!!a.
fl.rrt.
l{ap. - colo 8k.tch llap, Conpllcd by Eob Buck

(fron Plddy Pellln. ctc.) rhore thc
nunbcrsd pltra! u..d on thc velkr'IIrt

8lx Brothcrr
Colo Hclghtr 1r25,000 C.l.{.t.
lbuntaln Lagoon

8t. Albrn.

8t. Alban.

1r100r000 Dcpt. Nat.
Rctourcct

1:63,350 Arnry - 3.
carcful urlng thlr rndp
a! lt hra many €rror6

COLO I{ALX3 - WEEXAID TALTS AIID DAIIIALXS
rlron ltountrin Lagoon (frm D.11 Ro!d)
I.. DAYIIA.LX - WHEEISY GAP

Mountrln Lagoon, Thc Graan Scrub,
wheeny Gap and Fturn - llcdlun/hard.

2. }fT. DARCY
llountlin Llgoon, llt. Cond6r, Plrt 23,
Tootle cklcolo Jnc' Drrcy Rrng.' I{t.Darcy,
Tootlc Ck, l{ountaln Lagoon - HadllunAald.r Fron lbunt Tootla (fron Ecll Road -
Itchenttok€ turnoff)

3. !|OOLANGTilBE RIVER
lrlt. Tootie, Thc Etg Hlll, Prr! 27. Bc',en.
ck, lloollnganbc River, Colo Rlver, Paar 37
(t{aeochkte nldge), Thc Bill H111., u€dlun.

I. IIOLIffGAT'BI RIVER
Thc 81g uLll, Prrr 38, llollengarbG nlver,
Colo Rl.ver, Pa!. 37' Big ll1l1. ll.dlutrt.

5. UT.NAr!D CREEX
Thc Btg Rlll, Pa.. 3!, eaai 26! (}lR 727'3ll
Rldgc tdrrdr Xt. Hlrt*t, Un-nued CI
(HR 701071), tfollanganba/colo itnc, Pr!. 37
EIq 8111. }{cdlun,/hlrd.

6.

t
7.

8.

9.

t

IfT. TOOTII TO PUTTY ROAD
Mt. TootlG, The Bl9 HilI, Pelr 37, Illrnd
(vla Par! 28), Drlp Rock, flra trall,
Putty Road. ltedllum.
Fron Bob Turners Track (from Putty Roaal);ffix
Putty Rd, Bob Turner! lrack, Colo Rlver
and return. Elsy.
DAYIIALX - ltf. ToWNSBND
Bob lurnort Track, Colo Rlvar, Pa!! 35,
ttt. Towns€nd, Putty Rd. Ll.dlun.
PARR EOUIH
Bob lurnerr Track, CoIo RLvar, Prlt 31,
Prrr 8outh, Drlp Rock flrc trall, Putty
noad. l,tadlun.
Fron Drlp Rock Flr. Trall (Putty Rord-
Locked sat. rnd fEIs_!E!l__

ro. El-ffi-SdftE--
Drlp Rock flrc trall, Prrr 8ouur, Paaar3l,
Colo:Rlva!, llungryrry Ck, Parr spu!, Drlp
Rock trall. 'lttedlun. :
ISI,iND AND PARR SOTIT! i*
Drlp Rock tlrc trall, Irland, Paer 28r Colo
Rlv.r, Prrr South (vl! Pa6r 30) DrlP Roch
f lrc tall. llodlun.
PARR WDST AND ISI,AXD
Drlp Rock flrc trall, Rlalg. to Parr lf.rt,
Paaa 22, colo Rlvcr, Pa.a 21, Itland, Drlp
Rock trril. ItledlunAud.
AN@N,AWA CX.
Angorrw! Ck llrc trall (llR 860107r,
Angoruwr ck, Pr.r 22r (uR 757101), Parr
l{crt, Drip nock llra trrll. }lcdllun/hard.
AN@B,ATA CX
Drlp..Rock llr. trlll, Pr.. 23, Ango!!r!
ck, colo Rlvar, Prra 22r Parr llart'
Drlp Rock trall. u.dlunftrd.r Fron crr.rv Hlll ltrc Trlll (Puttv Rorall

15.
craliy lllll llrGtrrtl to HR ?5?116r Parr 21,
Angorrrr Ck,/Colo itncr Prt, 22, Ptrr lflat,
ralanit, Drlp Rock llrc trall. ttrtlluq/Rartl.

16. ISI"AND
crasty 8111, tlrctrall to lll 757116, Pa.. 21
col.o Rivcr, Par! 21, Irland, Drlp Roch tr!l'l,
I.lcdiun/hard.

17. COI6 RIVER
c!a!!y Hlll, crnoc Ck (vla pr.. 13), colo
RlvGr, Angolawa Ck,/Colo atnc. Out vl! Prla
21, Pa!! 22 .nd Parr l{.!t or Angorawr Ck.
MGdlutn^.rd.

18. COtp RrVER
crr!.y Hlll, crnoc Ck (vla paca 13I, colo
Rlver, Parr 2a, Irl$d, Drlp Rock lirc
tral I .

19. DAYI{AIX - ALIDADE lrl,&
Grar.y Blll flre trlllr All.dsdc f,tll, Pale.
11 or 12, colo RlvGr, crno. chr P!!. 13.
flr.'trrll. l,lcdlunAerd.

20. DAYI{A',X - COIP RIVER
Grarry ltlll flr. tr.ll, Prrt 13r Canoe Ck,
Pere 13, rldgc to tirctrall. llrlllun.

21. COIO RIvlN . AI.IDADE NIL&
crally trlll llrc trall, RfdEc to Pa!! 9 or
10, cAlo nlver, Pa.B 11, Alldade lllll, flrc
trll l. xrdltq,/herd.

22. tn. sAvAGE, TAIIEO Cl(
crassy Hlli trall, Paa! 13''cano. ck,
CoIo iv. Pa.r 17, 8rva9€ Trlg, Tanbo Ck,
colo Rivar, ta!$o clownr'Pa!! 19' Grasry
nill flrctrrll. - uediun/harat.

23. TSREE PEAI(S - SAVAGE, ltrSTAXE, ISLAND
crarry HlIl, Paar 13, Canoc ck, colo Rv'
Pare 17 , llt. 8avege , Tarltbo Ck , llal'n Ck ,
(3 brtnab.t), ut. ltlltakc, clela Range'
Un-nuEd'Ck (t,tR 696053) , tfollangarnbe/ 

',

colo ,tnc. Strrv! Gully (ttR 752068) , '.

Ieland, Dr!,p Rock flrc trall. Ilar<t. 
I

Co+llod ry DrvID xoDl,l l

Nerllatter of Bulhsalkcra of N.S.t{., t'try 1978, Pege I
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CAN\ONS OII THE WOLLANGAIV1BE WILDERNESS €v€RyTHtNc foR T{rE cAMp€R AND BuS}]WALk€R.

, (l{ap references refer to the retrlc Aridon l{ollugan$e, Rock Hill and Mt, witsen} .

l. SHORf CX: A two day canyon. Startlng
fron l{t. tnln, folltr thr rldge passed
T.aa.latG Hlll and drop to the t{olhnganbe
(vi,a chc north-louti rsnlng spur) at 5{99?1.
(Br.aJ( the flnal cllfte on the eaatern elde
100rn bach fron the nose) . Cllnb out o! tie
rollangulb., 9oln9 !outh-vest, from 647968.
Crorr t}la pl.atrau and drop lnto Short Ck at
508973. Short ck ls an exceptionally good
gorg€. vlth good abeella (60m rope needed)
thouqh probably not a high quality canyon.
Exlt to the aouth fron the creek juction
(614992) Just before Bugleboori Ck. Return

jV ttr. tara plaler al before.
2, IARl,AllUt{ Ctrr A long tyo dry trtp, Entor
rt .lth.r 5139{3 (.outh brench) or 3I!958(north brrnch) . T\r6nty [rtrra of roD. la
n.cat d ln thr routh branch. tbt bcrt canyon
d6. not ltart Until aflar the Junctlon of th€
tro bfanchc!. lor thogc doing the rouLh
branch, ! short dlrtance up fioln the branch
Junotlon (52995J} , Pasles fron both the east
lnd vart .ldc .xlrt at the tunn.I. Though
Yrrltnun ptllcr through levcral non-canyon
!6ctlone, the llst o! the canyon haa atopped
by 576970, uhere there la a plsa to the nortn.
Ttre lart kllorEtre or ao to this pasa ie an
excellent gorga.
3. UPPER DII{BANO CX: Enter at 492979 (fron
routh). Lllo hndy. No rope needed. Exi! a!
521983 (to thc souti) or via Cespit Canyon(ree belctr). A good day trip.
{. LOWER DUUBANO CK: Enter at 521993 (froh
aouth). The exit (at 540000 to the south weEt
requlrea aom route finding. LiLos handy. 35m
rope needed. An excCllent cilyon.
5. CESPIT CK (Souti Dunbano Ckl: Enter at
499973 fron Lhe aouth west. Exit to the souti
at 521983. Short rope handy. There are also
a fer paBaea to the weat 517979 (about 1.00m
up from the juction with Dunbano). It isposslble (tlrough nlldly tricky) to reverse
the cuyon from the Dumbano jwction to thls
paas. (A combinatlon of Upper Durbano Ck or
cesplt ck with Lwer Dufibano woutd make a
good weekend trip.

6. i{OLTANGAIBE RMR: An easy li lo canyon.
Though rdm parts are very freq$ntly done,
othar partr, yhldt rorn€ EEoplc conslder Lhe
battar part!, ara not a! lrrgucntly donc.
cood canyon axist! ln wolLanganbe uprtrcarn of
th. nornll Gntry polnt (5159121 rnd downrtrean
of the TEXITT Etgn (559914). Otler entry and
.xit polnr! lnclude 518910, 570923 and 5e29t2., Fopa nsy bc handy ln tha lo$er rectionr.
1. BELL CX: Enter by the small spectacular
cre€k at 525898 (lom rope handy) or by 51.9901.
An excellent day canyon. Liloa needed. Ex{t
by the track on Chc wollanganbe at 512911. To
get to th. .ntry polnt, eitler foll@ tha ridg€
fron wrtertrough HIII (193877) (for lraln
trlp!) or by croraing Du Faur! Ck (from Mt.
fitlson) at e90536 (intereetiirg parses).
8. DU FAURS CX (Clatterteeth Canyon): Enter
at 532881, and exlt by the track on the
l{ollangambe. An eaay lllo canyon.
(Note th.t a cdrblnation of BeIl or Du Faurs
Ck rlth the wollugambe would make an ldealic
r.ck.nd trlp.l
Thara rra arvarrl othar crarkt havlng rn
lntaratt!,ng canyon natura. Hoircvar their' rhortnraa lnil lnrccia.lbilltv Drcv.nt, thcn
lron brlng don tr ctnyonr lir 'thclr osn rlght.
luohlly thay rr. nrlnlt dry and cln bo done ar
prrt ol rlnLar cxt.nd,ldl trlpt. BomG of thete
lfa I
AFtllult Ctrr lnt r .t 197998. 20n ropG hrndy,
A good oanyon and r good way of rtrrtlng I Ftp
ln BunglGboorl ck.
TUNNEL Cxr Enter at 556003. {0n ropr nceded,
thlr har r 30rn long d€ad-end tunncl.
INrEREST'ING CXr Enter at 574950, Ropc handy,
A lotr yaltt decp sad€s. Rather r€dioua to
tvold th. rHlms (by hlgh-lev€l ledges).
Problbly bettar to do ln ltJm€r,
IOUR HA}I CXt (outlet creek of the Valloy of
tlc Srlnp!) . Entcr at 563011, ttany rrnallyaterfall! and uexpacted happenings. 20m
rope handy. Scrambllng gkill needcd to avoid
rone avlna, It is possible. though diffi.cult
and flof, to reverge.

WHATS NEW

Canoeing culde of N,S.W, Rivers, Sg.00Bu€hwalkers cuide to s,E. eld. S3.00(includes Wiangarie State Forest)
Lower Hawkesbury Rock cllmbing cu.ide. S3.00clinbi.ng in the Snowy Mountai,ns. S2,00.
100 l4alks in Tasmania - T. Thomas. S5.00
lvildernesa Calednar (Tasmania) , S4.50.
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ROGAINING? ? ?

24 hour orienterrlng is apparently afalrly popular lport among buthwalkers andotierr ln vl.ctorla (whcre lt, j.r knrurr at
'rogalnlng') , but htt yet ntde alnrost iero
lnprct in N.8.tf. Th€ o;ly pockets of lntcioqt
appaar bo b. tho6e unlvcrllty club8(tertlculrrly. UNBW, Nrw Englind, Nrwcrrtl.
rnd Mrcqurrl-) who prrtlolpecc in th! rnnurl
Intarvlrtlty orientaGrlngr-which le a 2{ hour
avant.

Nfl th6 Vlctorianr mry be conaidered bylon€ to be I rreird mob, but there ls nopartlcuJ.ar aaoFon Hhy rogainlng can't ba a
rucceea In N,S.w. if lt ls a succesa ,outh of
tho llurray. lts absence fron N,S.V|, ean be
lttrlbuCed only to the fact that no-one knwsrhat lt is like because no evgnts have ever
been- organlsed.apart fron th€ fntervarsity
uhich is reatricted to very few teame. ,So,
tie Uniwrsity of N.S.ti. Bushwalking I
Moutaineering Club, which t_horouqhiy enjoyed
Itself organising the L9?8 Interv;rsity in'August, is nw going tO stick it6 neck out andorguiee a aimilar event for all tolkers in
May 1979.

Rogalning ie basically th6 lare as
conventlonal orienteering - there is a nap,a nunber of checkpoints to be visieed, anba tire elerent. The difference is in tbescale of things. .the nap is an entire
l:25.000 aheet. there are 30 or more cheok-polnts, and you have 24 hours from noon
Saturday to noon Sunday in which to reach ag
many of then as possible. T.he combination
of checkpoints and the route to be taken isup to each tem and sel.ecting the optinmstrateqy is part of the game.

This ia a aport which is a real test ofbushwalking ability - route selectton,
navigation, fitneas and stamlna. It is quite
different from a suburban Saturday afternoon
5 Nn orienteering event which is over in less
than an hour, and forgotten in a couple ofdays. The strain of 24 hours conLinuous
walklng, paying constant attenti,.n to
detailed navigation. is not for(r,)Lten forweeks. Nor is the satiafaction,

Rogalnlng lc a sport for only a hardy few
not mMy are able, Iet alon€ wtlllng to
partlclpate, But for those who llke to take on
the bu6h on lts own terms it ls a sup€rb
challenge. More details of the May event next
Nevs letter.
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you How To PACK tT ALL !

PETER TUFT

tfevsletter of Bushsalkers of N.s-vt.. PyC_., 1978, ?pq? q.Also Supplernt to 'The Sydney Bushgalller'


