
 

 

Wednesday 2 April 2025 

Claims of NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service bias toward resort 
development  

“A NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) report has dismissed 
thousands of objections to three clusters of cabins proposed in the Gardens of Stone 
State Conservation Area near Lithgow by claiming the resorts are low impact and not 
in pagoda landscapes1”, Keith Muir of the Gardens of Stone Alliance* said. 

He said that “The NPWS prejudiced its future determination on the proposed resorts 
by stating they are of low impact prior to the environmental assessment process. Yet 
the report, an analysis of submissions on the resort lease proposal, passed over 
environmental impact concerns of objectors, stating these matters would be 
examined in a later assessment. The NPWS stated eight times in its submissions 
analysis that the proposed resorts are low impact. The NPWS can’t now objectively 
assess environmental impacts for these resort proposals as they have made up their 
mind.  

1 NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Public consultation regarding proposed grant of lease in 
Gardens of Stone State Conservation Area, CONFIDENTIAL - summary of submissions, September 
2024. Obtained by a Freedom of Information request.  

●​ 1,773 submissions opposed the proposed grant of lease and 32 submissions in support.  
●​ An earlier exhibition of the lease notice received 1393 submissions but does not record how 

many were objections. Perhaps the submissions were all objections.  

The first public consultation of the lease notice was published in Sydney Morning Herald (21 
December 2022) and the NPWS agreed to republish to correct lease notice errors. The second public 
consultation of the lease notice was published in Sydney Morning Herald (1 May 2024) and the GPS 
co-ordinates provided did not correspond with the three resort zones, and the NPWS then 
re-published the lease notice with corrected the GPS positions in Sydney Morning Herald (29 May 
2024). 

Washington, H and Wray, R, Chapter 1, page 27, in Values for a New Generation, Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Area, 2015 published by Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area 
Advisory Committee. “the development of banding in platy pagodas forms a geomorphic landscape 
type that can be recognized as distinct and significant even by world standards…No other areas in 
Australia (or indeed the world) contain platy pagodas, making them unique internationally…Smooth 
pagodas do have equivalents elsewhere in Australia, though they are still of national significance.”  

Images of other so-called “bush camp” zones are available on request. 



“This apparent bias comes after the NPWS was unable to accurately describe the 
location of these developments, twice, requiring the lease notice proposal to be 
readvertised twice.  

The NPWS analysis also claims the resorts are not in pagoda landscapes. So sure 
of this view, the NPWS analysis of submissions report repeats it and underlines the 
word ‘not’; even though there has not been an environmental assessment. 

Based on this advice, Environment Minister, Penny Sharpe, allowed the proposal to 
progress, yet the pagoda landscape claim doesn’t pass the pub test. Of course, the 
resorts proposals will be in pagoda landscapes so future patrons can view them. 

“The pagoda landscape issue has now become a definitional debate, like that during 
1970’s rainforest protests at Terania Creek, where Forestry claimed the existence of 
just one eucalypt tree meant an area wasn’t rainforest. In the coming environmental 
assessment for the proposed three resorts the NPWS will no doubt draw the pagoda 
landscapes tightly around the pagodas. The surrounding heath, forests, cliffs and 
gullies will be excluded. This semantic nonsense fills me with deep sadness.”  

 

“When published, this NPWS environmental assessment might open the way for coal 
miners to wreck internationally significant pagoda landscapes. The NPWS is set to 
redefine and downgrade a pagoda landscape determination by a former Independent 
Planning Commission that rejected opencut coal mining, and ruled that pagoda 
landscapes must be protected at the highest level. And wouldn’t that be just great!” 
an exasperated Mr Muir said. 

For more info. contact Keith Muir 0412791404; e keith.muir6@bigpond.com  

*The Gardens of Stone Alliance consists of Wilderness Australia, Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society, Lithgow Environment Group, National Parks Association of 
NSW, Bushwalking NSW and the Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 
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