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HuNTING PERMITS AND BUSHWALKERS ACCESS — STATE
FORESTS

The Hon. Tara Moriarty, MLC
52 Martin Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister

Bushwalking NSW Incorporated is the peak body for bushwalkers in NSW and the ACT. It
represents the interests of over 11,000 bushwalkers from over 70 bushwalking clubs
throughout NSW and the ACT, and provides a united voice to local, state and federal
government agencies and other bodies on issues affecting bushwalkers.

Our organization is committed to ensuring the safety and enjoyment of all our members who
participate in bushwalking activities, including in remote and off-track areas. However, we
have identified a potential risk concerning the overlap between bushwalking routes and areas
where hunting permits are issued in relation to recreational hunting in State Forests.

Currently, the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) controls the permit system for hunters
and offers a portal through which registered hunters can access information about where and
when hunting permits have been issued. Unfortunately, this crucial information is not
accessible to the general public or non-hunter groups such as ours. This lack of visibility can
lead to potentially dangerous encounters between hunters and bushwalkers, as was the
experience of one of our clubs recently. While we see this risk as relatively low when
bushwalkers use established tracks, trails and campgrounds, this risk is heightened if walkers
choose to walk off-track or use informal bush camps.

To mitigate this risk, we propose that the DPI hunting portal be made accessible to
non-hunters, including bushwalking clubs and other recreational users of state forests. This
access would allow us to verify whether hunting permits have been issued in areas where our
members plan to walk, particularly 24 hours before our activities are scheduled. This measure
would significantly enhance our ability to manage risks and ensure the safety of all parties
involved. In some cases, clubs may decide not to walk in the forest if hunting is occurring.

We believe that this proposal would not only benefit bushwalkers but also other recreational
users such as birdwatchers and mountain bike riders, contributing to a safer and more
harmonious use of our natural resources.

We understand that DPI has previously considered this issue, and we are keen to support any
efforts to implement such changes. Making permit information publicly accessible would be a
proactive step towards preventing any potential incidents and ensuring that the State’s
beautiful bushland can be enjoyed safely by all.
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Bushwalking NSW Inc.

Thank you for considering this important matter. We look forward to your support and to a
positive resolution that enhances safety for all users of our State Forests.

Yours sincerely,

David Bell
President

Bushwalking NSW Inc.
6 May 2024
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