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Introduction

Bushwalking NSW (BNSW) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this important inquiry. We
represent over 12,000 bushwalkers from 70 clubs across NSW and the ACT, along with the
broader bushwalking community of more than 1.2 million® participants statewide. Our members
engage in low-impact, responsible recreation that fosters conservation, environmental stewardship,
and public health.

Bushwalking is a long-standing, inclusive activity that provides physical, mental, and social
wellbeing while promoting appreciation for the natural and cultural values of our public lands.

Core Position

BNSW strongly supports the preservation and enhancement of public access for bushwalkers and
other low-impact recreational users across national parks, state conservation areas, and state
forests. These landscapes are central to our community identity and wellbeing and are best
enjoyed through quiet, respectful activities such as bushwalking.™®

Key Points

1. Maintain and Improve Low-Impact Public Access

e Bushwalking access must be maintained and improved in national parks, state
conservation areas, and state forests, where it aligns with conservation objectives.™R?

e Access to crown road reserves and crown water reserves that connect to these public lands
should not be privatised or sold. These corridors are vital for bushwalker access.™"?

e Where public access depends on crossing private property, pedestrian-only easements
should be considered. This balances landholder interests while maintaining public
benefit. ™R

' AusPlay Survey, Clearinghouse for Sport, publication date 30 May 2025: https://
www.clearinghouseforsport.gov.au/research/ausplay/results



2. Oppose Expansion of High-Impact Uses

BNSW strongly opposes increased access for shooting and hunting on public lands used
by the general public. These activities present serious safety risks and disrupt other
users.™R®

We do not oppose existing 4WD access arrangements in state forests, where multi-use is
already the norm. However, we oppose any expansion into national parks or reserves
where this could lead to erosion, habitat degradation, or user conflict.™R®

Mountain biking should remain limited to NPWS and forestry management trails. It should
not be permitted on narrow walking trails, which are not designed for dual use.™"

Horse riding, while appropriate in some limited public land settings, should be carefully
managed to prevent environmental damage and preserve the tranquillity of walking trails.
We don’t support riding or access of horses in National Parks at all.™"’

3. Cultural Heritage and Access

BNSW supports the respectful protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage, including genuine
restrictions where physical cultural values are at risk.

However, access closures should be evidence-based, proportionate, and transparent.
Unjustified closures undermine public confidence and risk backlash against broader cultural
protections.ToR®

4. Infrastructure and Legislative Clarity

Increased government investment is needed to maintain and enhance bushwalking
infrastructure: walking tracks, signage, toilets, parking, and designated camping areas.ToR®

Legislative and regulatory frameworks should clearly distinguish low-impact users (e.g.,
bushwalkers) from high-impact activities to avoid unintended access restrictions.ToR"

5. Other Relevant Public Land Types

BNSW supports continued or improved walking access in other relevant land types identified in the
Terms of Reference:

Fire trails and management roads, which provide key walking access routes.ToR"

Travelling stock routes and disused railway lines (rail trails), which offer historical and
recreational value.ToR"

Unallocated crown land, foreshore areas, riverbanks, and local government-managed
reserves, where low-impact public use should be maintained. ToR"

6. Consultation and Enforcement



e BNSW urges genuine consultation with low-impact recreational groups, which are often
overshadowed by more vocal high-impact lobbyists. ToR™
e Better enforcement of existing regulations is needed to prevent illegal trail construction,
unregulated vehicle use, and other harmful behaviours that damage public lands.ToR"
Conclusion

Bushwalking is a time-honoured, low-impact activity that contributes to individual wellbeing,
regional economies, and the conservation of our shared landscapes. Public lands should be
managed as a common heritage, where respectful use is encouraged and environmental values
preserved.

We urge the Committee to safeguard and strengthen bushwalker access, and to ensure that new
access policies and restrictions are fair, evidence-based, and serve the broader public interest.™R"®

Footnotes (Corresponding to Terms of Reference)
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ToR (a), (b), (e), (f): The role of bushwalking in balancing access, recreation, and conservation.
ToR (a), (b), (c), (e): Scope of public land types and rationale for access preservation.

ToR (a), (d): Crown land access and the risk of loss through sale or privatisation.

ToR (a), (e): Practical models for easements through private land.

ToR (a), (b), (e), (f): Impact of hunting on public access and community safety.

ToR (a), (b), (e): The environmental and social implications of increased 4WD access.

ToR (a), (e), (f): Mountain biking and horse riding as high-impact activities.

ToR (a), (f), (g): Cultural heritage protection and community consultation.

ToR (c): Government investment in infrastructure and access support.
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. ToR (d), (e): Legislative clarity and improved management models.

. ToR (a): Fire trails and management roads included in public land categories.

. ToR (a), (e): Travelling stock routes and disused railway lines.

. ToR (a), (e), (f): Broader public land types suitable for low-impact recreation.

. ToR (g): Importance of balanced consultation and community engagement.

. ToR (h): Enforcement roles of government agencies.

. ToR (i): Any other relevant matters—overall public interest, sustainability, and fairness.
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