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SUBMISSION - GAME AND FERAL ANIMAL LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (CONSERVATION HUNTING) BiLL 2025

Introduction

Bushwalking NSW Incorporated is the peak body for bushwalkers in NSW and the ACT. It
represents the interests of nearly 12,000 bushwalkers from over 70 bushwalking clubs
throughout NSW and the ACT, and provides a united voice to local, state and federal
government agencies and other bodies on issues affecting bushwalkers.

Quite frankly, we are alarmed by this Bill. Our clubs have had recent experience of
encountering hunters in State Forests. Yes, the hunters were probably legally allowed to be in
those forests. So were the bushwalkers. Our clubs are not irresponsible. They know not to
enter forests if forestry operations are being undertaken. That is because State Forests alerts
people to when the forest is to be closed to the public and advertises that closure. People can
find this out.

However, in relation to hunting, bushwalkers, their clubs, as well as people like birdwatchers,
photographers and the like cannot find out this out. The NSW Government will not tell us
despite representations over the years to allow us to find out when hunting is taking place in
State Forests.

So now the bushwalking community is presented with a proposal to allow more public land to
be opened to hunting. We do not have confidence in current arrangements to enable hunting
on public lands, and we do not have confidence that expansion of these arrangements will
allow us to continue walking in these areas.

A bushwalker is going to be injured or worse. Yes, we consider that the risk is genuine.

Hunting as a Conservation Measure
We are dubious about claims that hunting is an effective measure to reduce pest animals.

Recreational hunting is not conservation. It rarely delivers environmental benefits, and in many
cases actively obstructs professional control programs. You don’t reduce invasive species by
doing a bit of weekend pig shooting. You need coordinated, expert-led programs like aerial
shooting, baiting and trapping.

Pest animals are a major problem in managing public lands. Bushwalkers know this because
we encounter them all the time. We support measures to eliminate or reduce pest species.
However, we do not consider weekend pig or deer shoots are the answer. Governments need
to step up, accept responsibility and commit to long-term, well-resourced programs informed
by good science.

Will it end here?

We do not think so. Conversion of this Bill into legislation will just be the first step into gradual
expansion of recreational hunting into other public lands such as national parks. This is
already occurring in Victoria. It should not be allowed to happen in NSW.
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Conclusion

Bushwalking NSW is opposed to expansion of recreational hunting into other public lands. We
consider that the Bill should be rejected. We have experienced too many problems with the
existing arrangements in State Forests.

We do not want to get shot, even by accident.
Yours sincerely,
David Bell

President
1 August 2025
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